
Art	  History	  Program	  Assessments	  
	  
The Art History emphasis offers courses in the history and criticism of the visual arts 

in major world cultures. Students at the introductory level examine art objects and 

learn the basic critical and historical vocabulary through which these objects may be 

understood and appreciated. At the advanced level, majors and non-majors alike 

have the opportunity to investigate aspects (e.g., style, iconography, patronage, and 

social and political context) of the arts in a particular geographical area at a given 

historical time. This advanced work, in conjunction with appropriate language 

training, provides a solid foundation for those who plan to go to graduate school in 

preparation for a career in the arts (e.g., scholarship, teaching, museums, writing). 

Objectives: The lectures and assignments are designed so that with the completion 

of this course the student will gain a greater knowledge and appreciation of art and 

it’s history.  If you apply yourself you will be able to meet the following objectives: 

1. Identify the time periods, geographical centers, and stylistic characteristics of the 

major art movements covered in this class. 

2. Discuss the major works of art in terms of their artistic concerns and stylistic 

characteristics, the media they used, and the principal influences on them. 

3. Define and use common terms of art history. 

4. Recognize and discuss the iconography of specific works of art, as well as the 

iconography common to the historical periods studied. 

5. Identify significant philosophical movements, religious concepts, and historical 

figures, events, and places and discuss their relation to works of art. 

6. Be able to identify works of art according to stylistic characteristics, and attribute 

unfamiliar works of art to an artist, country and/or civilization, and a period. 

 

Assessments: Assessment of the student’s progression throughout the program will 

be made be the following methods. 

1. Objective and essay tests. 

2. Class research projects 

3. Class presentations on their research. 

4. Class writing assignments. 

5. The program culminates in a Senior Research Paper where the student 

demonstrates their research, writing and analytic skills with an original thesis topic. 

	  


